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CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 BERLIN 03566 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, GE, XA, CG 

SUBJECT: THE GDR AND EVENTS IN SHABA 

REF: A. BERLIN 3489, B. MOSCOW 11379, BERLIN 3545. 

1. SUMMARY: PARTY CHIEP HONECKER, AT A CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING MAY 24, CRITICIZED NATO POWERS POR INTERVENING IN 
ZAIRE, BUT MENTIONED NO PARTICULAR WESTERN COUNTRY BY NAME. 

IN THE FIRST OFFICIAL GDR COMMENT ON THE RECENT EVENTS IN 
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ZAIRE, HONECKER STATED THE PURPOSE OF WESTERN INTERVENTION 
WAS TO PROTECT ACCESS TO RAW MATERIALS AND ENSURE THEIR 
STRATEGIC POSITION. THE OFPICIAL PARTY PAPER NEUES DEUTSCH- 
LAND HAS CARRIED A COMMENTARY ALONG SIMILAR LINES AND 
HAS DIRECTLY CRITICIZED THE MOBUTU REGIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT A CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING MAY 24 (BEING REPORTED 
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SEPTEL), SED CHIEF HONECKER STATED THAT AFRICA IS A FOCAL 
POINT IN THE IMPERIALIST POWERS' STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR POSITIONS. A NEW DEMONSTRATION OF THIS, HE SAID, IS 
THE MASSIVE INTERVENTION OF NATO FORCES IN THE INTERNAL 
CONFLICT IN ZAIRE. NOTING THAT THE "ZAIRIAN PRO- 
VINCE OF SHABA" IS AMONG THE RICHEST AREAS OF AFRICA, 
HONECKER ASSERTED THAT THE ACTION IN SHABA WAS INTENDED TO 
PROTECT MULTINATIONAL MONOPOLY INTERESTS. WHEREVER THESE 
INTERESTS ARE IN DANGER, THE CONCERNED IMPERIALIST GOVERN- 
MENTS INTERVENE WITH THEIR MILITARY POWER WITHOUT SCRUPEL 
IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THEIR RAW MATERIAL POTENTIAL AND AT 
THE SAME TIME TO SECURE THEIR MILITARY-STRATEGIC 
POSITIONS. AGAIN WE SEE, HONECKER WENT ON, HOW WHEN ITS 
PRESENT POSITION IS AT STAKE, IMPERIALISM DROPS THE MASK 
OF HUMANITY, SOVEREIGNTY AND RESPECT FOR THE PEOPLES OE 
AFRICA. THIS REPRESENTS AN ATTACK AGAINST THE SELE- 
DETERMINATION OF EVERY PEOPLE ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 
AND A SERIOUS DANGER TO PEACE, HONECKER CONCLUDED. 
HONECKER NAMED NO COUNTRY, REFERRING ONLY COLLECTIVELY TO 
NATO AND IMPERIALIST POWERS. 

3. IN RELATED COVERAGE OF THE ZAIRE SITUATION, 

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND MAY 24 PUBLISHED THE FIRST, AND SO FAR 
THE ONLY, DIRECT GDR PRESS COMMENTARY ON THE SHABA 
DEVELOPMENTS. THE ARTICLE, WRITTEN BY DIETER REDDE, DES- 
CRIBES THE SHABA EVENTS AS AN "INEAMOUS SPECTACLE ' AND A 
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"LONG-PLANNED IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION IN THE HEART OF 
AFRICA," AND ASKS WHAT THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER NATO 
STATES ARE UP TO IN THIS "NEO-COLONIST " INVASION. SUCH 
PHRASES AS "BLOODY INTERVENTION" AND "BRUTAL AGGRESSION" 
PUNCTUATE THE PIECE. THE OPERATION IS CHARACTERIZED 
AS A "COLONIAL WAR AGAINST THE FREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE IN 
THE ZAIRE PROVINCE OE SHABA" AND ITS NATIONAL LIBERATION 
FRONT, THE FLNC. 

4. AETER EMPHASIZING THE MINERAL WEALTH OF SHABA AND, 

IN PARTICULAR, AMERICAN INVESTMENT, REDDE WRITES THAT THE 
INTERVENTION WAS INTENDED TO PROTECT THE ECONOMIC INTER- 
ESTS OF THE MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS, 

TO ENSURE STRATEGIC MATERIALS FOR NATO AND TO STRANGLE 
THE DESIRE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PEOPLE OE AERICA. THE 
HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF THE ACTION ARE DISMISSED AS A 
PRETEXT. THE ARTICLES ASSOCIATED "IMPERIALIST POLICY" 

IN ZAIRE WITH THE OTRAG ROCKET TESTING PROJECT WHICH, 

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND CLAIMS, IS SANCTIONED" AND 
"EINANCIALLY SUPPORTED" BY THE FRG. 

5. ZAIRE IS DESCRIBED AS PLAYING A PART IN IMPERIALIST 
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PLANS FOR AFRICA AS IT CAN SERVE AS A BASE FOR ATTACKS ON 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES "AS WAS THE CASE OF SHABA." 

ZIARE, THE ARTICLE CONTINUES, "ALREADY EIRMLY IN IMPERIAL- 
IST HANDS, IS A CONSTANT THREAT TO ITS NEIGHBORING STATES" 
AS A "CENTER OF SUBVERSION OE THE NATIONAL LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT OF AFRICA." 

6. MOBUTU'S REGIME IS, FOR THE EIRST TIME, DIRECTLY 
CRITICIZED AS CORRUPT AND DEGENERATE. MOBUTU IS DESCRIBED 
AS LIVING ON THE DOLLARS OE THE MULTINATIONALS WHILE THE 
"PLUNDERED" PEOPLE OF ZAIRE VEGETATE IN GREAT POVERTY. 
MOBUTU IS CHARGED WITH PERMITTING NATO'S "BRUTAL INTER- 
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VENTION " IN RETURN FOR MONEY. IN CONTRAST, THE FLNC IS 
DESCRIBED AS STRUGGLING AGAINST OPPRESSION AND EXPLOITATION. 

7. APART FROM THE REDDE PIECE, THE GDR PRESS CONTINUES TO 
GIVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO THE SHABA EVENTS. MUCH OE THIS 
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MATERIAL IS FROM NON-GDR SOURCES SUCH AS TASS AND PRAVDA, 
INCLUDING THE FULL TEXT OE THE SERVIN MAY 21 PRAVDA 
ARTICLE (REE B), BUT WESTERN SOURCES ARE USED AS WELL. 

SINCE THE BEGINNING OE THIS WEEK (REE C) THE TREATMENT HAS 
BEEN STRONGLY CRITICAL OF THE INTERVENTION. 
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8. COMMENT: AN INTERESTING EEATURE OE THE REDDE 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND COMMENTARY IS THAT IT DIRECTLY ATTACKS 
THE KINSHASA REGIME AND GENERAL MOBUTU PERSONALLY. SUCH 
DIRECT CRITICISM OF A HEAD OE STATE BY THE GDR MEDIA IS 
VERY RARE AND WE RELIEVE. THAT THIS REFLECTS A SIGNIEICANT 
CHANGE IN EAST GERMANY'S POLICY TOWARD ZAIRE. UNTIL 
EAIRLY RECENTLY THE GDR HAD WISHED TO PATCH UP ITS RELAT- 
IONS WITH ZAIRE AND RESUME NORMAL RELATIONS. IT AVOIDED 
CRITICISM OE ZAIRE OR OVERT SUPPORT OP THE PLNC. EARLIER 
THIS YEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OP ZAIRE WERE 
HELD IN ROME ON RESUMPTION OP DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ALTHOUGH 
THESE APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INCONCLUSIVE. IT NOW SEEMS THE 
GDR HAS DECIDED TO OPPOSE MOBUTU AND SIDE WITH THE FLNC 
PORCES THEREBY-WE ASSUME- ABANDONING HOPE OP REESTABLISH- 
ING NORMAL RELATIONS WITH THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IN 
KINSHASA. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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